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A: A Table of
Contents
- Gabriel Mujcin
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From the Desk of the Editors

June is a natural month to celebrate life transitions such as
graduation and new beginnings. This is so true as we prepare to
honour a few of our Lofties who graduate from both high school
and the Loft Program this month. Thinking back on my own
graduation from high school (P.V.S.S. Grad ’84!) I remember being
the editor of the annual yearbook and stating in my grad write-up
that in 10 years I wanted to be the editor of ‘the best magazine in
the world…’
Well… A few more decades have flown by since that wish – but
here I am proudly calling myself the Editor-in Chief of such an
amazing program known simply as “THE LOFT’. Angelina, Victoria
and I thought it would be a unique June Award to give everyone
their own copy of the Loft Magazine/Yearbook to sum up this past
year. We hope you enjoy all the contributions from our current
Lofties as you thumb through the pages!
As we prepare for our 12th summer of Lots Of Fun Times (Thanks
Dylan T.!) we are also getting ready to move to a new place to call
home. The Downtown Activity Centre here in Salmon Arm has
been an amazing setting to launch our program from for the past
dozen years. Unfortunately, the time has come to find a new nest
as this building ages beyond repair. In September 2018 we will be
moving across the tracks near the Wharf to join the Family
Resource Centre and the Shuswap Children’s Association Autism
Services all under one roof. It will be a summer of playing, packing
and preparing our New Loft space!
Moving will certainly be a challenge – but I have come to
understand that the Loft Program is all about its people. It’s not
about where we are – it’s about who we are. Our program is made
up of all our clients, parents, grandparents, family, staff, volunteers,
community members, etc. We are so amazing because of all the
good energy people bring to The Loft. Looking back through our
photo archives brings such a flood of memories of people who
have been here from the start as well as those that were only on a
small part of our journey. My pride extends to all the achievements
of our ‘Lofty’ clients, long-time staff, alumni, summer & practicum
students, as well as volunteers. It is what each of us brings
individually to this program that add up to such a special
atmosphere where ‘Everyone Belongs’.
Happy Summer 2018 Everyone! Here’s to the next Dozen Loft
Years...
Tracey Morland, Angelina VanderMeulen, Victoria Derby
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The Loft has been more than a job for
me since the day I began there over 9
years ago. The welcoming and open
feeling I had about our group was
amazing from the start. Over the
years, the Lofties have become not
just clients but some of my closest
friends. we all care and look out for
each other and love how our kids have
a real peer group to relate to. It has
changed my outlook on life and
people and the possiblitiies for
everyone. I feel there should be many
more groups like ours out there.
Thanks Lofties, for making my life
better too. - Mama Vic
This past May we celebrated
the day that I met many of you,
5 years ago! As I enter my 6th
summer at the Loft I am so full
of gratitude. Working on this
magazine has reminded me of
how lucky I am to have each of
you in my life. Reminiscing on
so many years of memories
has given me many laughs, and
has reminded me of how far
we all have come. It has been
such an amazing process
working on this magazine with
you, you are some of the most
talented people I know. I hope
you are as proud of this
magazine as I am! Just by
being yourselves, you all
inspire me so much! So keep
being yourselves, and enjoy
this ﬁrst issue of The Loft
magazine!
~ Much Love, Angie

Flashbacks ~ Moving Forward

We survived the forest fire smoke,
we survived Zack’s would you
rather questions, we survived our
forest adventure at the Roodzants,
we made it through the Loft
Amazing Race, we broke in our
new summer students Jorian and
Janelle, we kept traditions such as
our annual Becker BBQ, we also
tried new things, we made new
friends by welcoming to the Loft
David and Treya, and before we
knew it, summer was over. Fall
was here. Enjoy these monthly
spreads of what the next 10
months of our Loft year contained!

Olivia's Loft Grad, August 2017

Welcome Devon!

After visiting the Loft a few times as
Mari's friend, we were excited to
welcome Devon to the Loft this past
September! Devon doesn't remember
what it was like on his first day, only that
the Loft is a lot of fun! He really enjoys
coming and seeing everyone here. He
also enjoys drawing, playing the Xbox,
and teasing Angie about spiders.

Would You Rather...?

The above image is a graphic of our
favourite field trips of Summer 2017

This past summer we had the pleasure, or to some, the
displeasure, of being the guinea pigs on Zack’s would you
rather questions. He could rattle off "Would You Rather"
questions faster than we could comment back answers! A
favourite of ours from the summer was not a would you
rather per se, but the question “What’s your favourite
Chinatown?”. We admire his individuality that comes out of
these questions! We can safely say no one else has asked
us such questions… So enjoy a few of the many Zack
prepared for this edition of the Loft Magazine!
*Would you rather sing Katy Perry songs or snow all day?
*Would you rather be a dog or turn into Donald Trump?
*Would you rather be Tracey/ Victoria or Trump/ Obama?
*Would you rather never have blood or be a lazy human?
*Would you rather get knocked out by Bruce Lee or get
$50,000 but somebody robs you?
4

Welcome Maisi!

Maisi joined us in October! She
says that at first the Loft was
"very hectic, there was so much
chaos and I was confused. But,
after awhile I understood". Maisi
quite
enjoys
the
staff,
volunteers, and fellow Lofties.
She also enjoys "what they feed
us"! We can often find Maisi
trying to lend a helpful hand
and appreciate her talents!
While we haven't seen her
rummage through the dress-up
box lately, she is often a
laughing participant in our other
activities around the Loft.

Long Time Volunteer ~ Carson Baker

We have had many volunteers this past year! Carson is one of
them, starting with us in October 2016. Carson is an amazing artist,
has a unique yet awesome wardrobe, and knows many, sometimes
random, facts! Here are a few questions Carson has answered to
get to know her a bit better!
What do you consider the most overrated virtue? Lawfulness/
obedience
On what occasion do you lie? Never (except just then)
Which words or phrases do you most over use? “Anyways…”
Which talent would you most like to have? Music
Where would you most like to live? In a big city! Bright lights.
Who are your favourite writers? Sappho, Virginia Woolf, Emily
Dickinson
Who is your hero of fiction? Beatrix Kiddo, Lyra Belacqua
Harpur Pumpkin Patch
They built us a fire, took
us on a wagon ride
around the patch, and
allowed us to roam the
field to choose our
pumpkins!

Above: Maisi's First Day
Below: Halloween Group Shot

Loft Pumpkin Decorating
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Goodbye Alex!

Alex has been going to
the Loft for many
years. She likes to
help out and volunteer
with the Loft when she
can
but
post
graduation life has
been busy for her! Alex
enjoys spending time
with
horses
and
recently got a job
working with them at a
stable
nearby!
A
favourite memory with
Alex is seeing her help
out fellow Lofties. She
has been a good friend
to many, we enjoy her
visits, and are excited
to see where the future
will take her!

Welcome Quinton!
"It felt scary and nervous" Quinton says about his first day
at the Loft back in November, "but now my favourite thing
about the Loft is it is a nice and social and caring place
[which] makes people feel safe". Quinton started at the
Loft just a month before his 18th birthday. He arrived with
bright pink hair and listening to some awesome music. He
fit in right away! Quinton has proved to be a great helper
and has shown us his great personality. His favourite type
of music right now is rock, and his favourite game is
Rainbow Six Seige. Looking forward to what haircut and
colour Quinton chooses next!

Pickle Day

First snowfall
of the season!
RBC ~ For their 50th anniversary RBC gave
$25,000 to the Shuswap Children's Association!
We are so grateful for donations like these which
Remembrance Day poppies we made out of old keep our programs running and affordable!
records and displayed at the downtown office.
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A Visit From
Sinterklaas

December 5th the
Lofties arrived to the
Loft with little paper
"wooden"
shoes
under the tree filled
with treats for them,
and a silver package
from
Sinterklaas!
Sinterklaas is like
Santa Clause in the
Netherlands, but their
Christmas
comes
earlier in December.
This
mysterious
package arrived with
a
Lego
advent
calendar
for
our
Lofties to enjoy the
rest of the season!
Maybe if everyone is
good again this year,
Sinterklaas will come
again?!

One Tablet, Two Tablet, Three
Tablet, Four... Five Tablets!
There were many presents
under our tree at our Christmas
party last year. We never
imagined we would also have
such amazing gifts as 5 tablets
to give to the Loft. Thanks
Autism Speaks for the grant
giving us these tablets!
These tablets have
been put to good use
already! We used them
for our animation camp
during spring break,
and they were even
used in the writing of
some of this magazine.

7

Above is a free-handed Canada Flag
and a fairy done by Nicole Cowan.

Above is the Grinch, it can be
found on cards created and sold
by Leifen Mitchell-Banks.
Below is a drawing by Leifen of his
favourte food.

Above: an Axolotl sketched
by Melody Low. Below: Aslan
and Rose also drawn and
coloured by Melody Low

LOFT ART!
We have talented artists at the
Loft! Enjoy their creativity.

Above is a drawing Devon
traced and embellished.

Below: Storm Song
by Melody Low
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Percy
Jackson
VS The Silver
Titan Part One
by David Gravells

I Should Really Keep My
Words To Myself
by Jacob Sonmor

Look out for more
segments in future
magazine issues.

Beautiful Collage by Hannah Capek
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Who do your Loft

10

Friends say you are?
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Oliver and David's successful
ice cream making attempts

Is There A Doctor In The House?

Great job Hannah, Maisi, Nic, and Susi on your roles in Is There A
Doctor In The House?, the theatre production done by Sullivan January
2018. It was a blast watching you perform! We are so proud of you.

GUESS WHO?!

Who is the face behind the mask!?

Devon showing off his
finished ice cream
product - yum!
12

The Girl
Behind the Hat
She is often
giggling, has a
beautiful smile,
and 'no' is her
most used word,
who is she?

Who wears
them
better?

- OR -

Or are they
secretely the
same person?

Welcome Nic!
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The staff and some
volunteers got to see Nic
in the play Is There A
Doctor In The House in
January and were excited
to welcome him to the
Loft shortly after. When
asked to describe what it
was like joining the Loft,
Nic says: "At first I was
nervous, but when I saw
some faces I knew I felt
welcome". Nic finds the
Loft to be fun and is
excited for his first
summer at the Loft to
experience more trips out
of the Loft! Nic also
enjoys playing heavy
metal guitar, drumming,
and singing. We have
heard some of his skills
singing karaoke!

Hannah & Hana

It was a bright, smokey,
summer day when Hannah
met Hana. Hannah, our Loft
friend, offered to host a
Japanese student for a week
during August of 2017. While
there were many japanese
students, she was matched
with Hana largely because of
their same name, but also
because of their mutual
interest in pizza and movies.
Together they did many
things such as going to the
waterslides, hiking to the
waterfalls, going to the co-op
for ice cream, tubing,
camping, river rafting, and
joining us at the end of our
Becker BBQ! It was sad for
Hannah to say goodbye to
Hana, but it was only for a
short while as Hannah was
able to go to Japan on an
exchange with other local
students during spring break!

Hannah went with no expectations.
She had been study Japanese since
Grade 9 and knew a bit about the
language, culture, and food. She had
to get luggage, a passport, and save
a lot of money before she could go.
She even had to go buy some new
clothes that would be more culturally
appropriate. After a long 10 hour
flight from Vancouver to Tokyo, they
had still another hour in the dark to
drive to get to the city Inashiki,
where their host families lived. But
before they could go anywhere, they
needed to make a stop for some
food! Hannah's first Japanese meal
was a hamburger! Japanese burgers
are different than Canadian ones,
they gave her chopsticks to eat it
with. Hannah and Hana did many
things in Japan such as: touring the
school, going to an indoor farmer's
market, exploring Tokyo, seeing the
sky tree, going to Ueno Koen (Park),
eating cotton candy the size of
Hannah's head, and going to the
Japanese Starbucks.14

On their visit to the school
Hannah noticed how clean it
was! They do not have janitors
there so the students clean up
after themselves. Also, Hannah
would like to note that the
Japanese Starbucks is way
better than the North American
one; in Japan they have waffles,
cheesecake, donuts, and the
best coffee and cream frapp
Hannah will ever have!

Hannah encourages anyone
thinking about going on an
exchange to go! Or, to host a
student here. Either way, don't
forget to give good gifts! If you
are going there you can bring
things such as tea, stationary,
Canada memorabilia, candies,
etc. You don't have to take
Japanese to go, thank you
Google translate!

Second Annual
Gathering of Like
Minds

Goodbye Ayden!

Ayden joined the Loft
in September of 2015
and his loft journey
came to an end this
April with a big move
to Saskatchewan. We
could always count on
Ayden to have a lot of
energy and bring a
smile to our faces in
some form or another.
He was a busy guy but
you could usually find
him by the Lego table,
playing Roblox, or in
the pillow pit. Ayden
has some exciting
adventures ahead in
Saskatchewan
and
can’t wait for him to
come visit someday!

This event began as a result of a
desire of Melody wanting there to
be a space where people on the
Autism Spectrum could gather
and connect with one another. It
would not advertise services, but
rather it would promote the
individuals talents and affinities
Throwback to Oliver's amazing Lemonade and would hopefully be a space
Stand Poster! Look closely at it, can you where individuals could inspire
each other. It would also be
see what is going on?
planned by people on the Autism
Spectrum, people who really
understand, as opposed to many
of these events which are planned
by people not on the spectrum.
We are so proud of Melody, her
mother Toni, and our own Carson
who have planned such a
successful event these past 2
years! You are an inspiration!
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Goodbye Leifen!

Leifen began attending the Loft 10 years ago! He turned 19 in May and is
now “too big for the Loft”. There are so many memories with Leif that we
could write about. One that often comes up with Tracey is from one of his
first summers when they were at the Enderby River and had to send one
of her students to catch him as he floated away! Leifen could often be
found climbing something, swinging, or playing “chase” with other Lofties!
I, Angie, have long lost count the amount of times I have had the
pleasure of chasing Leif up the waterslides and riding down with him. I
will miss this. Leifen commented that his favourite food is “Crabby patty
(burger from A&W), french fries, and rootbeer”, though we would have
said it was KD, bananas, and juice, as this is what we most often saw
him eat at the Loft! A fun fact about Leifen is the amount of knowledge he
has about cartoons and movies, as one is often running through his
head. We have seen some cool art come out of this over the years!
Leifen will be missed but we are looking forward to seeing what he does
in the future!

Welcome Gabriel

Gabriel came to see what the Loft was all about in May! He thinks that
the Loft seems interesting because of it's cool activities that he couldn't
otherwise do on his own. Also, because "it seems to have an interesting
artistic touch, so I'd like to experience that", he said. Gabriel enjoys being
active, especially through hiking and playing paintball. He also enjoys
playing video games such as Halo and Fortnite. Gabriel's favourite food
is pizza, cheezies, ambrosia salad, and bannock. Gabriel also enjoys
telling jokes and always has one up his sleeve!
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Babies at the Loft
By Maisi Kilgour

On Thursday May 24th,
Maisi took home [ from
school] a robot baby
known as Rich. She was
interviewed below:
Interviewer: what are you
expecting with your baby?
Maisi: I'm expecting him to
cry a lot, but to be an ok
baby nonetheless. These
are some of the
experiences she had. 4:45
PM, he was demanding a
diaper change. 5:30 PM
he needed to be fed. 5:07
AM, he needed another
feeding. After she returned
precious Rich, we caughtt
up with her again.
Interviewer: How do you
feel now?
Maisi: I never want to look
at a baby again.

Graduation Day Is
Here for Brandon!

Brandon has been going
to the Loft for 3 years
now. In June he both
graduates from the Loft
and from High School!
Brandon really enjoys
listening
to
music,
dancing, playing games,
and hanging out with
friends.
His
favorite
bands to listen to are:
Nitty Gritty Dirt Band,
Florida Georga Line, Will
Smith, and MKTO. He
dances at Just For Kicks
Dance Studio. Recently
he performed a Hip Hop
dance to Prince of Bel
Air. His favorite thing to
do with friends is play
games or go to the
movies. His favorite thing
about the Loft is hanging
out with people, playing
games, and helping out.
He will miss seeing his
friends every day at
school
when
he
graduates, but is thankful
for technology to keep in
touch. We appreciate the
help Brandon has been
with other Lofties! His
plan for his future
includes: taking Megan to
Grad, helping people out,
continuing his past job at
the FORD dealership,
and being independent
enough to move out on
his own.

A Goodbye Tribute to
Megan on her Loft Grad

Megan Senn has been coming
to the Loft for 7 years. The story
is often told and retold of her
first day and the rest is history.
Megan has many memories at
the Loft. Her favourite memories
include going to the theatre to
watch Cinderella the Movie,
going to Fletcher Spray Park,
our yearly Lemonade Stands,
going on fieldtrips to Starbucks,
and the annual Becker BBQ.
Megan is well known for her
hugs and beautiful smile, even
through her battle of Leukemia.
We will miss you dear Megan!
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Fashion with Mari Lee
Mari Lee is a young adult
who has been admired for
her fashion sense for years.
Many people have been
jealous of her various
beautiful
clothes
and
accessories. Mari excitedly
answered a few questions
for us on this topic which she
has become interested in.
Q: Who inspired you to be
interested in fashion?
A: My friend inspired Me.
Q: How long have you been
into fashion?
A: I have been really into
fashion for 2 years
Q: What is your favourite
clothing combination?
A: A dress with a jean jacket
or a skirt with a patterned top
Q: What is your favourite
colour combinations?
A: Black on the bottom with
anything bright and colourful
on top.
Q: What should we avoid in
our fashion choices?
A: Anything you are not
comfortable in!
Q: What else would you like
to tell us to end this
interview?
A: My sister was the
fashionista when I was little.

g
Lofties graduatin
Q: Who are our 5
l this June?
from High Schoo
on Y., David G.,
A: Brandon P., Le
Sarah W.
Leifen M-B., and

Oily Hailey by Hailey Moyes

If you can't
make
your jokes
funny,
make them
punny
- Gabriel M
ujcin

I have been using essential oils for a few years now. My favourite
oil is Lavender. I like Lavender because it helps with everything.
Some things it is helpful for are: high blood pressure, dry skin,
stress, and bad sunburns. It also helps with sleep apnea. I diffuse
it in my room with peppermint every night to help me sleep. I get
my oils through Young Living.
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Hey Jake, I am ner vous about
changing schools next year. Any
tips and encouragement for me?
- From A Nervous Loftie
Hi Nervous Loftie, it's simple. Just
BE YOURSELF! From, Jake
Jessica in Song

by Jessica Drolet
I will be performing these songs with
my class at Hillcrest School. I have a
solo part in the song “Scars”.
My favourite songs are:
“Scars” by Alessia Cara
…She just wants to be beautiful
She goes unnoticed, she knows no
limits
She craves attention, she praises
an image
She prays to be sculpted by the
sculptor….
“Cups” by Anna Kendrick
….I’ve got my ticket for the long way
‘round
The one with the prettiest of views
It’s got mountains, it’s got rivers,
it’s got sights to give you shivers
But it sure would be prettier with
you….
and “Spirits” by The StrumbellasI
…been looking at the stars tonight
And I think oh, how I miss that
bright sun
I'll be a dreamer 'til the day I die…

Tie-Dye Tips & Tricks

- Let your creation ﬂow!
- Relax
Every summer we spend
re
- Don't look for perfection
multiple days tie-dying! The
Plan
it
out!
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ideas,
t
tha
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- "When art goes bad it is
about to go good!" - T.M.
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"Birthday Wall"
June 2017 - May 2018

